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An independent apolitical Arts body is urgently needed for 

the Borough of Croydon - to set an Arts strategy, develop, 

enhance and promote Arts throughout the entire Borough, 

engaging with all faith groups and communities. 
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1. Background 

Following the riots in summer 2011, residents have gathered in public meetings in 

various local community groups to discuss issues of concern. One concern which has 

arisen in many groups has been Arts provision, particularly in a period of ‘cuts’.  

Since this affects the entire Borough, it was decided to call public open meetings in 

spring 2013. Invitations were sent to many arts groups in Croydon, and public notices 

were displayed.  

 

2. Framework 

In recent years Croydon has seen Arts provision in its broadest sense have 

considerable cuts to services. This includes: 

• Closure of the Warehouse Theatre 

• Closure of the David Lean Cinema 

• Closure of the Braithwaite Hall and various theatrical activities 

• Reduced Library services 

• End of the summer programme of activities in the parks  

• End of the Croydon Mela and World Music Festival 

• End of BME supplementary classes funding 

• Significant cuts to Croydon Music & Arts Services  

 

This means that the broad provision of Arts in Croydon has been dramatically 

reduced. 

At the same time, there has been an increase in funding for the Fairfield Halls (more 

than doubling to £710,000 in 2011 from £325,000 in 2010). The Council is also 

proposing to spend £27 million on a capital refurbishment starting later this year.   

In addition, the London Mozart Players had their grant from Croydon Council trebled – 

to £284,000 in 2011 from £94,000 in 2010.   

 

3. Meetings 

In the meetings there were an incredibly wide range of issues discussed. These 

covered the workings of Arts throughout Croydon, and also the prime focus in the 

Borough on the Fairfield Halls.  

Croydon appears to have no Arts strategy for the Borough that ensures equality of 

opportunity and which maximises community welfare.  

No agency seems to promote Croydon Arts, or encourage participation, or even to 

provide wider information of what is already happening.  

Reports on the meetings have been published – see appendix.  There has also been 

extensive email correspondence.   
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4. Findings  

So that the process can be managed, it has been decided to focus on just four key 

issues. These will make the framework for Arts funding and management simpler and 

more transparent, and provide the best benefit for the economy of Croydon.  

 

5. Main Priority 

An independent apolitical Arts body is urgently needed for the Borough of Croydon - 

to set an Arts strategy, develop, enhance and promote Arts throughout the entire 

Borough, engaging with all faith groups and communities.  

There are many smaller vibrant Arts communities and facilities in Croydon.  At 

present there is no clear vision to help these groups prosper.  Much can be achieved, 

without great expense, as follows:  

 

• access funding beyond Croydon 

• share resources and facilities 

• promote their activities 

• recruit and train new members 

• work together to host shared activities 

• communicate the vibrancy of Croydon 

• celebrate the diversity of Croydon 

• showcase their best work in festivals 

 

Croydon needs a strong independent voluntary body that is passionate about Arts 

throughout the Borough. The chair needs to be a person of stature within the Arts, 

with trustees reflecting the diversity of Croydon. The whole community needs to be 

served.  As well as economic benefits, flourishing Arts help: 

• Children develop fully 

• Everyone access a richer and more fulfilled life  

• Sharing of culture and heritage so reducing fear of difference 

• Improve social cohesion  

 

6. Other key priorities 

6.1. Political independence is essential for Fairfield Halls and the London Mozart 

Players. 

The Fairfield Halls and the London Mozart Players are independent charities.  

However, there has been overlap between membership of their boards and the 

political control of Croydon Council.  
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As a result, it is impossible for these charities to be seen to be given careful 

scrutiny for the public monies that the Council has granted.  This is especially 

critical since these have enjoyed an increase in funding at the expense of budget 

cuts elsewhere.   

A further risk is that these charities are excluded from consideration by potential 

external funders because they appear to be under local authority control. 

Political independence can liberate these charities to seek other funding and so 

bring benefit to Croydon.  

6.2. The Boards of the Fairfield Halls and the London Mozart Players should be 

refreshed with some trustees of national standing. 

Both the London Mozart Players and the Fairfield Halls are charities of importance 

beyond the boundaries of the Borough. They can be ambassadors for Croydon.   

New trustees of national standing can inject fresh critical thinking and strategic 

vision.  This will help these charities promote the heritage of Croydon and foster 

an improving perception of all that Croydon has to offer. This should open up new 

streams of funding. 

6.3. We call on Croydon Council to open up its parks, libraries and halls for Arts 

activities.  

There are various buildings and spaces in the Borough which are under used or 

closed.  Examples are the Clock Tower cinema, the Braithwaite Halls, the parks 

and libraries. Poor communication and ‘cuts’ has reduced the use of free 

facilities.  

Croydon has a wonderful group of Arts industry related businesses which draw 

customers from throughout the UK and beyond. There are also several private 

music recording studios. It is one of the most ethnically diverse boroughs in the 

country and there are many ethnic minority Arts groups.  

This gives huge scope to develop Arts industry apprenticeships.  With the 

engagement of the Council, the under used or closed spaces can be enlivened 

with Arts programmes, linking in to the present Arts resources.  

 

7. Conclusion 

Croydon has so much to offer and be proud about. Here in Croydon in the 

Archbishop’s Palace was determined the need to educate and train huge numbers of 

clergy for the newly formed Church of England.  This led to the renaissance of English 

literature and thinking.  

Now is the time for Croydon to experience another renaissance in its Arts planning 

and vision.  
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8. Appendix with references 

1. The Centre for Economic and Business Research on 7 May 2013 published their 

independent report commissioned by the Arts Council on the economic contribution of 

arts and culture. The main observations are: 

• Arts and culture make up 0.4 per cent of GDP – a significant return on the less 

than 0.1 per cent of government spending invested in the sector 

• Arts and culture is a sector of significant scale with a turnover of £12.4 billion 

and a GVA of £5.9 billion in 2011 

• Arts and culture generate more per pound invested than the health, wholesale 

and retail, and professional and business services sectors 

• the Arts and culture sector provides 0.45 per cent of total UK employment and 

0.48 per cent of total employment in England 

• at least £856 million per annum of spending by tourists visiting the UK can be 

attributed directly to Arts and culture 

• the economic contribution of the Arts and cultural sector has grown since 2008, 

despite the UK economy as a whole remaining below its output level before the 

global financial crisis 

 

The full report can be found here: 

http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/news/arts-council-news/economic-contribution-arts-

and-culture-report-publ/  

2. Reports of the public open meetings have been published on the South Croydon 

Community Association website: 

http://southcroydoncommunityassociation.wordpress.com/local-issues/fairfield-

halls/ 


